V.
THE EMPEROB'S BETUBN.

"T\ECEMBER 5,1812, the day Napoleon left his
JLJ array like a fugitive, Paris was perfectly tran-
quil Salvos of artillery were fired as a signal for
rejoicing, and to announce for the next day the anni-
versary of the coronation and of the battle of Aus-
terlitz. This holiday had been postponed from the
2d of December to the Gth, because the 6th was a
Sunday. That clay the Empress Marie Louise was
to leave the Palace of Saint Cloud and establish her-
self for the winter at the Tuileries. At midday she
received the Diplomatic Body, surrounded by the
Princes,, Ministers, Grand Eagles of the Legion of
Honor, High Officers of the Crown, and the members
of her household and of that of the Emperor. After
the audience, she went to the chapel, where she heard
mass and the Te Deum. In the evening, in the palace
theatre, she heard Cimarosa's opera, the Horaces,
Madame Grassini and Madame Scssi sang the princi-
pal women's parts. The Tuileries and the city were
illuminated; and yet, what cause, was there for joy ?
The real illumination was that of burning Moscow,